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OME. child-ren, quick!
Look, Uncle John is play¬
ing a game!

So wc cb-servc. Is it a hard
game?
Not for L'r.clc John. Xo game

is hard for him. He al-\Vays
lix-es it so the oth-er fel-low will!
do the work.
Who is the boy who limps be-1

hin dUncle. John carry-ing the
dubs? j
Oh, he is the cad-die. He knows

oi John's ben-cv-o-lcnce and
thinks he wil lhave a Snap.

Will he?
Yes and no. Att-er Uncle has

pone four times a-round the iS-
hole course and the boy has fol-I
lowed car-ry-ing a 50-pound hag
of sport-ing hard-ware. John will
pause and wipe his fev-ered wig.
Then he will sav to the boy, "This
wil Ibe suf-fi-cient lor the day.
Have you change for a dime?"
"Xo, Sir." the youth will an-swer

ev-er-ent-ly. "Oh. well." John
will say, hand-ing ten (10) cents!
lo the boy, ,.T will trust, you to
rome hack to-mor-row and work
out the oth-er two cents. You
have a rihon-est face."

Say-ing which John will go to
Jus man-sion and fig-re out the
prof-its of tiie day's bus-i-ness.

Will the cad-die come back?
Yes. That i? the funny thing

about John's ben-e-nc-i-a-ries.
they al-ways come back for more.

Some-times when the chores
are done and I sit per-fect-ly i-dle
] am over-come with a strange
ieel-ing of pit-y for Mr. Rock-e-

iel-ler. "How Ht-tle John has
got-ten out o i'Life!" I think
sad-ly. And then there comes
one sweet, con-so-ing Thought.
"How lit-tle Life has got-ten out
of John i"

Mi* .Arch-bold is quite right
when he tells us John is the Salt
of the Earth. John is salt all
right. One of the pro-per-ties of
salt is: you can dis-solve it ever
so many times with-out des-troy-
ing the salt. The Su-preme Court
dis-solvcs John ev-er-3- Mon-day
morn-ing. in some form or oth-cr.

Somertimes they dis-solve him in
the for o fStan-dard Oil, at oth-er
times in the form of U. S. Steel.
Yet John remains O. K.

Serv-ing sub-poc.n-as on John is
a pop-ul-ar sport a-mong U. S.
Marshals. Ev-ery time one of
these fcar-lcss sleuths wants to
graft a drink he calls o njohn.
John sees the Mar-shal com-ing
down the Tar-ry-town pike At
first he is not sure wheth-er it is a
Mar-shal or an En-glish cler-gy-
mari or a Col-lege Pre-si-dent.
an yone of these is apt to be call-

P©A Relations With Mr. Allan
By PHILI1? ALEXANDER BRUCE

Hp HEBE were four traits which
stood out conspicuously in the

* character of Mr. John Allan.
Edkar Allan Poe's fosterfathcr. Ho
was stubborn, Irascible, exacting and
unsympathetic. Such a proud and I
sensitive nature as the poet's, especial-
ly In his youth, was not to bo controll¬
ed by sombre qualities like these, hut

by judlclcus forbearance, by affection- I
..te firmness, and by a genial and kind- I
ly temper. Who can study his sad
career and not deeply regret that, in-

stead of falling to Mr. Allan's care, ho

had net fallen to John P. Kennedy's,
his first patron? Do the lives of cele-
bratetl authors offer a sharper con-j
trast than that presented by the poet's'
relations with thesi two men. respee- i

lively, the one so gentle towards
faults of disposition, so lenient to¬

wards Irregularities of conduct/though
ouapprovlng. and so keenly apprecia¬
tive of genius.the other so austere.

so Inflexible, so unnppreeiatlve? It

may be sali, it is true, that Mr. Allan
kntw Poe as a member of 111s family,
who. In his opinion, whether just or

unjust, had acted ungratefully to¬

wards his benefactor. On tho other
bind, Poe was i,'together a stranger
to Kennedy until ho became known to

'¦:'.m es a young man who had evinced
.rreat talent In the composition of

rrize essays :*<3°ri.J tjicir relations af¬
terwards w«?re-'?lm;.V> those of literary

friends. But admitting that one had

p.-ovecation, and tho other none, it is

!mposstblo to imagine the kindly, gen¬

erous. Impulsive, and cultured man of

the world In the. place of the narrow,

hard. unbendir.K. though not unbene-
volent man of business, without feel¬

ing that the upshot of the poet's fate

v70Uld have been more normal and
niorfc fortunate.

Good Mnn in HI* tVny.
Dots not Mr, Allan's character lurk

within that brief description of his

personal appearance which w« have
:rom the mouth of Mr. John Mac-
kehrte: "The long, hooked nose, the
f raall, keen eyes, looking from under

shaggy eyebrows, the whole remlnd-
':-.g one of a hawk"' "He was a good
nan in his way," adds Mr. Mackenzie
with moio thin a suspicion of a re-

oervatioh. ''His practical adoption of a

child, having no claim on him of any

sort, has alwsy? been a.-cepted as a

rroof of the truth of his assertion.
Why should he have doni this unless
his nature wa? a kindly and human
one? Unfortunately, for his reputa¬
tion for benevolence, though not for
his reputation for prudence, ae we

fchall toon see he only consented to

liniertaV.e the care of the infant
V.Sgir fct the earnest solicitation of
fus wife, a woman of an affectionate
und c>.aritav'e disposition. His first

the child would, lr. a then while,
passed on to kinsmen in Baltimore:
und when the?e kinsmen declared
themselves to V.» too impovlshed to
.-.ffume aurli £ burden, he. while de-

cldir.g to keep the toy. positively de¬
clined to »dor.t him legally, although
tor some years Iis was known by hii
fosterfather's surname alon*.

It wa« an evidence of Mr. Allan's,
good sc-n.-e io Itel and to act as ha
did. Might not his wife, who was not
thirty years of age. yet bear him a

son? And should s son be born, or
even a daughter, -xould not thl? little
hoy, the offspring of strangers, if
;e,gally adopted, nave a claim on ono-

.'ialf of his festerfather'f estate? Now,
when Eds-ar was taken Into Ml fam¬
ily, Mr. Allan w.s not a man of for¬
tune, hut as one of the nephews of
Mr. Galt, the most opulent merchant
In Virginia, he had reason to 'expect,
should he survive his uncle, a very
¦Ja.r$re addition' to V.is means. Would
Mr. Gait be more or would he he ;ei:

J. B. Mosby & Co.
A Special After Christmas Clear-

ing-up Sale throughout the store
Velins Tuesday.

Inclined (o leave a share of his es-
täte to a nephew who had adopted as
his heir tho child of strolling players'.'
Would It be agreeable to the uncle to
know that this child of other blood
and of a parentage not altogether re¬
putable, would ultimately come Into
possession of one-half of his for¬
tune?

Only WnndcrlDH Actors.
Situated, as, Mr. Allan then was, the

most ordinary circumspection prompt-
ed him to weigh these questions with j
care !n declining to adopt Edgar legal-
ly. But s.part from this suggestion of
prudence, It was not unnatural that he
should have demurred to adopting a
child sprung from parentage so envlr- I
oned. The American stage had less so¬
cial distinction In those days than it jhas in these; and the Poes were only
known as wandering actors of second
rate abilities, who had died In such
abject poverty that both had to be
buried at the public expense, and one
even In the "potter's field.
Having, after much hesitation, ad-

mittcd the child to his hearthstone as
It were, on permanent probation. Mr.
Allan, although coldly fulfilling all the
obligations which he had assumed to¬
wards him. does not seem to have Jreally forgotten, or even permitted the
hoy to forget, his uncertain position,
"I know." said Mr. John Mackenzie, .

"that often, when angry with Edgar,
he would threaten to turn him adrift,
and that he never allowed him to lose
sight of his dependence on his chari¬
ty." It Is possible that Mr. Allan's
?en*»ral attitude was more rigid than
it would have been had he not looked
upon It as necessary to counteract the
injurious effect of the boy's over¬

indulgence by the ladles and servants
of his family, wnetner lie wa«. mn.i-
enced by this fact or not. the prepon¬
derating evidence is that he corrected
Edgar for trivial offenäes with a de-
gree^of harshness that was renucnant
to the tenderness of the child's afro
at the time. This punishment, how-
ever. Is known to have taken the form
of an energetic whipping on but one
occasion: and then it would appear
to have been richly deserved, for Ed-
gar had kept one of his little com¬

panions out in the woods until night¬
fall, and also had diverted himself with

j killing the poultry In one of the nelsrh-
I bo'r's crounds. But more pardonable
j misconduct, while not nunished with
the switch, was punished in a way
that often Eccmed disproportionately
severe. I

Thus, when Edgar was not yet four
years of aste havinsr -been taught by
Mr. Edward Valentine. In a r.plrit of

j futk to draw thr chairs away as the
quests In the house were about to seat
thems#lvt3. he played this trick sue-
cesstully on an old lady. who. to her
consternation and discomfort, came
down suddenly and unexpectedly r.n the
door. Mr Allan, naturally shocked by
the spectacle. Is said to have been
quite ah angry as If the culprit was

fully able to understand the rudeness
of his own act. and lr-.d him from ibe
room with tho relentless air Of a Blue¬
beard.

Temper Won Wilful.
There Is reason to think that the

child's temper was decidedly wilful,
and that, at times, tactfulncxs bad to
be exercisr-d to control him prooerly.
still the areneral testimony concurs ':i
pronouncing hint affectionate and
sweet natured. arid quickly respensive
tc kindness. That his fosterfather.
however conscientiously he may have
striven to do the best in his power
for tho boy, was either unconscious of
these good qualities, or thought that
they were overshadowed by bad ones
(which In some Instances, at lea-:t, had
their origin in Mr. Allan's own suspici¬
ous Imagination1! is revealed in the
following anecdote: Mrs. Mackenzie
once heard him say that "Edgar did
not know the meaning of the word
gratitude," to which she \ery sensibly
replied: "This could not be expected
of children who were not able to un¬
derstand their obligations."

This story discloses the perverted
leaning of Mr. Allan's rrilr.d when Ed¬
gar was Btlll a mere child, and il

clearly foresnadows antl explains that
later mental attitude which was chiefly
responsible for the final rupture be¬
tween him and his ward. There was a
certain meanness and hardness in this
attitude, which was the outgrowth
simply of his own character. That
charity is deserving of little praise
which is always looking for, and Is
content with nothing short of subser¬
vient appreciation by its recipient. It
was not in the boy's nature, already
galled by his forsterparent's constant
obtrusion of his own benevolence, and
by the frequent taunts of envious
schoolmates, to govern his who'e life,
on the principle of an extravagant
gratitude which would not have been
expected of a son. So far as has come

tq light, the first. Mrs. Allan, who was
perhaps too kind and too indulgent,
never sought to wound his sensibili¬
ties by such ill-bred and ungenerous
claims and reproaches. Was it strange
that the hoy snent as much time as he
was permitted to do under the roof
of tho Mackenzies, who had adopted his
sister: and that, as a youth, be often
expressed his regret that be also had
not been adopted by that family, who
appear, certainly so far as its male
members were concerned, to have been
much more congenial to bis tastes than
the Allans.

Mnrkcil for Countlnc-Honse..
How little correct inslcht Mr. Allan

bad into the young man's real powers
was shown by r-.ls anxiety to place
him. as soon as he left the Richmond
Academy, on a stool In a tobacco
counting-house. He knew of Edgar's
talent for writing verse, since he had
reouested Vr. Clarke to decide unon
the properiety of issuing a volume of
the hoy's poems Ruhmlited in manu¬
script lor critical jud-ement. But he
had gone so far as this only because
he had been Importuned to do so. A
man of business might well have
thought that thus to encourage tho
litcrarv ambition of a youth destined
for ledcers alone, would be merely to
divert him without offering anv com¬
pensatory advantage Rut why should
Mr. Allan have sunnosed that the shop
was the only career open to a vouth
possessing the handsome annearar.ee.
the courteous address, the native abili¬
ty, and the classical culture of his fos.
terson when he left the academy? This
was a period when Intellectual pur¬
suits like law and tournalism were
held in Virginia In particular esteem.
The most conspicuous figures In the so¬
ciety of Richmond, as well as the most
influential guides In Its civic affairs,
were the leaders of the local bar.
With his already polished elocution,
his fluencv of speech and marked In-

IL.JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER
ing at an ytime. And they all
look equal-ly hum-ble at a dis¬
tance. As the fig-re ap-proach-es
John sees what it'is and breathes
a sigh of re-licf. U. S. Marshals
are eas-ier to get around than
En-glish Cler-gy-men or Col-lege
Pre-si-dents.
"What is it this mor-ing, Wil¬

liam?" asks John, rec-og-niz-ing
the Dep-u-ty.

"Sorry to both-er you, Mis-ter
Rock-e-fel-lcr," says the Mar-shal
re-moving his lid and thrust-ing
sub-pben-a into John's pock-et.

"Sit down, my dear fel-low 1"
says John. "I see you are thirst-y
af-ter your long tramp. You must
have a lit-tle some-thing with
me."
On-ly the dry gur-gle in the

Mar-shal's throat in-di-catcs his
yearn-ing. The But-ler ap-pears
with a Some-thing in a cool pit¬
cher. He pours a glass for John
and one for the Mar-shal. The
lat-ter tastes it and turns pale.
It is lem-on-adc.

Picture his a-gon-y!
"Wil-liam,'' says John, tossing

away two glass-es of the fru-gal
bev-er-age, "you doubt-less mar¬
vel that a mag-nate of my im-port-
ancc should sit here as man to man
of-fering lem-cn-ade (free) to one
of j our low-ly sta-tion. Why do
you think it makes me haprpy?"

j "Be-cause," says the chok-ing
I Dep-u-ty, "you have al-ways
tak-en pride in hand-ing any-

tollcctual tastes, would it have beeh
strange had the boy of fifteen, who
waB far more matured than most boys
at that age, looked forward with con¬
fidence to winning success in that pro¬
fession bhould he adopt it? Did he not
have even more tenable ground for
anticipating a brilliant career aa a
writer for the press? Possibly it was
the clear recognition of all this that
led him to be so persistent in begging
his fosterfathcr to permit him to pass
a year at the University of Virginia.
At this time Mr. Allan was In full pos¬
session of his share of his uncle's large
fortune. Would It have been unrea¬
sonable in the future poet, had he
thought that, as the fosterchlld of a
man of such great wealth, there was

nothing ungrateful in his longing to
follow his natural taste by choosing a

literary career? How consuming that
desire really was, can only be taken In
by one who can fully comprehend the
ambition of such an artist as Poe so
soon proved himself to be. Is It pos-
slblo to doubl that, had Kennedy been
his fosterparent. this ambition would
have entered on its first stage of fruit-
'on .iust as soon as he left the Untversl-
.v of Virginia? Or, had such a man as
William Wirt been his guardian, that
the smallest compromise with his liter¬
ary aspirations would have been the
adoption of an intellectual profession
I'lte law?

It was the youth's mlsfortuno that
he was dependent on a stern, unsym¬
pathetic, narrow minded, and rigid
man of business, who was determined
to carry out his own wis'hcs as to a
ward. who. from Infancy, had bean
looked upon by him as an object of
cha rlty.

Mr. Allan's unbending character was

plainly revealed in his conduct after
hearing of the heaw debts which the
young man bad contracted at the Uni¬
versity of Virginia. "During the single
session whlrh Poe passed there the
vie* of gambling prevailed rjulte gen¬
erally among the students, and Into
this dangerous practice the youth of
sixteen threw himself only too often
with all the rash impulsiveness of his
nature But this action did not single
him out as mon reckless rhsn his fel¬
low-culprits He was simply par In
psre.s. There is no record of his com¬

panions' deMs from card playlr.g. hut It
U not likely that the total in each in¬
stance was less ser'ou.a thftn In his
own. When P.ie's came, to he added
up allone with his other obligations

* th*y were found to amount to a \-cry
large sum to have been spent by a

young man who possessed no means
whatever of hl« own

Mr. A llnti Dlsrolcneed.
When Mr Allan was told of these

gambl'ng debts, oulte naturallv. be was

very much displeased by the course

of conduct which had led to their con-

traction In such a case most parents,
after their annoyance had calmed
down would have paid the whole and
given r\n further thought to it Dcuht-
less, there was many a father who
did this at the end of the season of
IÄ»>t *nd ninny a one. too. who could
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thing with lem-ons in it to a Gov-
ern-ment represen-ta-tive."

Say-ing which he fades tact-
ful-ly away, fear-ing no doubt
that John will ask him to pay for.
the re-past.
De-spite his ex-al-ted suc-ccss

John ncv-er for-gels those less

"Have you Change for b Dimcf"

far less afford to do It than Mr. Allan.
Tbe. fortgne. of tho latter at this tlmo
was conservatively estimated at a fig¬
ure as high as Baven hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, and his anuua; in¬
come must have fallen little short of
forty thousand; and yet. after a visit
to the university to Investigate In per¬
son, he positively refused to pay his
fosterson's debts of honor, and pre¬
ferred to leave him under the Imputa¬
tion. always a damaging one.of
shirking these debts, a charge that
would do him much more harm In the
opinion of the society In which both
moved than th2 mere fact that he bad
gamhled extravagantly.
Whatever may be said of the morali¬

ty of college boys like Poe and his
friends wasting so much of their leis¬
ure In playing cards for stakes. It was

not crcdltabli to Mr. Allan's generosi¬
ty of feeling to permit obligations thus
contracted by his fosterson to remain
unpaid, especially In the light of Mrs.
rt'elKS'ij statement that the young man
jffered to return gradually the whole
imount advanced by devoting to that
?nd a definite proportion of the salary
ivhlch he should receive for his ser¬
vices as a clerk In the Allan countlng-
hous* In- Richmond.

Poe's determination to leave that
city seems tc have been reached wltv
out his disguising his Intention to his
family, but obviously without their
approval, although Mrs. Allan and her
sister appear to have supnllid him
with the money which he required In
setting out Did his strained relations
with' his fosterfather have any Influ¬
ence In causing- him to depart? Mr.
Allan, writing In May, 1SI9. says ex¬

plicitly that "he fPoel loft me In con¬

sequence of some gambling at the uni¬
versity at Charlottesvllle. because. I
presume. I refused to sanction a rule
that the shopkeepars and others had
adopted there of making de-Ms of hon¬
or of all Indiscretions." There were

probably other reasons for antagon¬
ism at the moment owing to their re¬

spective pecularitles Mr All3n. per¬
haps, thought that the, young man

ought to hold on to the clerkship
which had been given him. ar>' as he
refused to do so without anv excuse
which a careful man of business could
consider sound, his guardian, with
characteristic stubbornesE. declined to

aid him to obtain mors congenial em¬

ployment, although fully aware of his
Intellectual powers Poe himself was

perhaps Influenced by mixed feelings
independently of any ground of exas¬

peration against his fostarfather which
he mav have supposed himself to pos¬
sess.by an exaggerated disappoint¬
ment in a love affair just closed by the
young lady's marriage to a rival; by
a vague senso of being generally mis¬
understood and unappreciated, bijt.
above all, by a spirit-of waywardness
and unrest, so often observed at that
time of life.

I Follow* Alluring Star.

The indetinabl3 longings and asplra-j
tlons which burned In the heart of
iChntterton. and led him. as it has done!
many a youth of genius before and
since, to go up to London to try his
literary fortune, perhaps, at the sain«i !
Impressionable age flamed in the breast
of Poe. and moved him blindly to fol- j
low the same alluring star. There was

no great literary mart in America, like
the English metropolis, which ho
could seek.

Is there any real ground for the re¬

cent assertion that, after leaving Rich-
inond he did make his way to London
by a sailing vessel.a natural and not
an impracticable step for him to take
.indeed, tho very st?p which he. in

[his romantic and wandering mood at
tho moment, might have been expect¬
ed to take? But whether he did so
or not. he next rises to the-surface In
Boston. which was perhaps as near an I-
approach to helrg a literary centre as

could then be found on tho continent
During Poe's enlistment In the army

he seems to havs kent un a corre-

snordenco with Mrs. .Allan: but though
stationed as near as Portress Monroe,
which was In constant communication
by water with Richmond, he does not
appear to have revisited that cltv until
tho day after hsr funeral.an Interval
of two years. In the meanwhile, how¬
ever, he Is reported to have requested
Mr. Alian to' purchase a substitute ,for
him. so as to-permit him-to withdraw
from ths private ranks of the army.
Mr. Allan for a time either delnved
or refused to comely with this wi-h.
and only yielded after his wife's de -h¬
and then only. It Is said. In obedleree
to her dvlng entiinty. Even then It
was understood that Poo was to en¬
deavor to obtain an apuolptmont 'to a
cadctshlp in the national Military
Academy. , '.

Ib.* death of Mrs. Allan had hot'led

for-tu-nate than he. "I pay my-
re-spects to the poor in ev-cr-y
can of oil I sell" he says in his
quaint way.

His char-i-ties of-tcn take a
more prac-ti-cal turn- For in¬
stance, Mr. Hank McHook, ofj
Cleveland, O., is an old school-
friend of John's. Hank pooled
his marbles with John's in rcck-
ess boyhood days. Result, John
bc-camc a marble mag-uate. In

to ever, a partial restoration of close |
relations between l*oe and his foster- i
father; this Is to be inferred from the
fact that, during the interval of fifteen
months between his discharge from the
regular army ond his reception of un
appolntm:nt to a cadetshlp, he rarely
made any use of the room which he
had occupied In tho Allan mansion be¬
fore leavins for the university. The
greater portion of this Interval had
been passed elsewhere, and at a dis¬
tance from Mr. Allan.
Was this due to the estrangement

which bad occurred previous to the
enlistment in the army, or had the
separation bi?n widened by something
which barf happened since? In a letter
which tho second Mrs. Allan wrote
Colonel Ellis In 1S>0. not long before
her death, she asserts specifically that
Poü had misappropriated the first hum
which Mr. Allan had scnl him for the
purchase of a substitute at Fortress
Monroe: and phe also-refer.*. In general
terms of approbrlum. to a letter which
Toe had written respecting that sum.
It Is not bivond the range of prob-
abllltv that Mr3. Allan's memory was
at fault, for she was writing fifty vear;
after the event, and, moreover, it Is a

matter of record that her last testa¬
ment was attacked in court on the
ground that her mental condition dur¬
ing th» latter part of her life was such
as to disqualify her from making a

legal will. In addition, she Is known
to have felt acutely the lingering sus¬
picion In the nnHlr r"ind that "he. was

fMreetly responsible for her husband's
failure to be reconciled to Po; during
the latter.'s visit to Richmond, Just
previous t'o Mr Allan's death.

A Floating Rutuor.
There was for a loner time a floating

rumor.all the more elusive because
evsn vaguer than the accusation made
by the second Mrs. Allan In her old
age.that the poet. In his youth or
early manhood, had forged the name
of his foster-father. The first time
this ruinor.which had its origin In
the exaggerated and sensational hear¬
says spread abroad after Mr. Allan's
second marriage.came to the surface
Poe brought suit for defamation, and
obtained punitive damages. The truth
of the charge was inconsistent, not only
with the tenor o; this verdict, but also
with his affectionate relations with the
first Mrs. Allan and her sister before
he entered tho army as a private sol¬
dier, previous to which e\-ent tha act
of forgery is said to have been com¬
mitted. As to the charge of a criminal
misappropriation of the fund tor a
substitute, Is it probable that a stern.
Indexible snd suspicious man like Mr
Allan would hav» so far overlooked
the supposed embezTlement by his fos¬
ter.son as to recommend his appoint¬
ment to so honorable a position in the
nubile service as a cadetship at West
Point? Or that he would have received
him in his house In Richmond, as he
Is known to have done hofore that ap¬
pointment was obtained? Wlthou' any-
great shock to his sensi of duty, never
phnnrmsPy .deVvloncfl. it must bo ad¬
mitted. In his relations with tho future
v>r»ct b» *i-r,iiid h«ve wn»'nrn ti!s bands

later years Hank owned an on
well, and John, remembering old
limes, permit-ted Hank to be ab¬
sorbed into the Standard. Hank
is now a poor man. This shows
that some pco-plc arc nat-u-ral-ly
no good. '

But docs John for-get Hank?
No! Lv-er-y Christ-mas he

sends him one (i) col-ored pic¬
ture post-card show-ing Rock-e-
fel-ler Home Ovcr-look-ing Golf
Course.

"Mr. Rock-e-fel-ler is one of
my clos-est friends," says Hank
with deep feeling.
Has Lncfe John a (av-o-ritc

hymn
Yes, child, yes. It is called.

"Beautiful Isle of Some-whcre.-'
John loves to hear this sung by
an Irish tenor who pro-nounces
iL "Bea-uti-ful Oil of Some¬
where.*''
Has Uncle John a fam-i-ly

tree?
Yes, a regular tight-bark hick¬

ory of a tree. Some Pro-fess-ors
claim that he is dc-scended from
King John of England. Others
de-clare his great an-ces-tor was

King Angus the Cautious of Scot¬
land, who went to his cor-o-na-
tibn in a golf cap in or-dcr to savo
wear and tear on his crown.

Xow, little children, have you
learned a les-son from this great
Life?

Yes, teacher. The lesson wc

have at"-sorb-ed is this:
"N'ev-er spend be-yond youi

income."
(Copyright, 1911, by the Asso¬

ciated Literary Press.)
öf the culprit forever, and he would
have btcn the iiiore disposed to do
this, as ho was anxious to marry again.
The coldness of Mr. Allan's letter

recommending Poo to the Secretary ofWar has often and Justly l.oen cen¬sured: "f do declarf that he is no rela'-lion to nr: whatever.that l have many(in) whom I have taken ah active In¬terest to promote theirs, with no other
tyellng than that every man is. my car-If he be In dtstrnn*"

VÄonin any reader of this letter, whowan unaware of their pre>lous Ucs-up.0Bc that it. writer Vi« aliudto a; person who had been practicalHadopted by him at the age of two .Person who had paaied hU childhoodlouth and early manhood under tb'
Sir.i.'rii r0?f,J"? höurly intcrcour.-.-with him; hud been strictly bred am-liberally educated by that writoi Uabeen warmly beloved by that writer'*devoted wife, and bad been earnesthcommended by her on her deathbed Ithis uifectlouato consideration? What¬
ever provocation Poe may have giverMr. Allan. It was certainly not so erect
as to require him to throw his foster-
son off entirely: and that being so. wa*this letter the letter 6f a man who
possessed any real kindness of heart
or who was capable of showing anv
Oust responslvenet-s to the tenderest
claims of the past?

But apart from the point of view
of correct feeling, this lotu-r la opento criticism on the score of ,--ood
taste. Why should the writer in n
public document.for Mr. Allan wasfully aware that the letter would befiled at Washington.praise his own
benevolence? The only interpretation
of the tone of the Iötter at all honor¬
able to him Is that he wished to Im¬
press the secretary with the fact that
Edgar could entertain no tenable hope
of a fortune from the writer; that ho
stood on exactly the same footing us
the other aspirants who were applying
for cadetships. and that. If successful,
he. like them, would be dependent ab¬
solutely on the military profession for
a livelihood. Probably Mr. Allan
thought, and If so, we are convinced
correctly, that the secretary would bo
more disposed to appoint a young man
who had no pecuniary nr'ospect«. at
all than one who mlcht reasonable
look forward to inheriting at least a.
'share of his foster-father's loree es¬
tate. This i3 the only view of the let¬
ter which robs Its writer's coldness
'and self-laudn lion of uorae measure of
its brutal hardness. It Ip Impossible

'to justify It even partially by any
other explanation. Whatever Mr. Al¬
lan's motive for exnressine himself ar.

1 he did. his tone was h"ch as might
naturally have revolted Boo. and con-

firmed the attitude of estrangement
which had characterized bis conduct,
ever since his rtrst departure from
Richmond.

(This Ms the second of a series of
five articles on the life Of Poe. written
for The Tlmes-Dlspatch by Philip
Alexander Bruce. The next will treat
on "Poe and the Second Mrs. Allan."!

MAY YOUR HOME ALWAYS BE
FILLED WITH MUSIC AND HAP¬
PINESS, IS THE CHRISTMAS
WISH OF

E. G. RIKE, Manager. 205 East Broad.


